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Awarded a Red 5 Star Winery Rating
by James Halliday Wine Companion

Silver Medal 
Yarra Valley Wine Show 2016

The Region: Vines were first planted in the 
Yarra Valley in 1838, just three years after the 
city of Melbourne was founded, and its wines 
achieved international acclaim through the 
mid-1800s. Due to a range of economic and 
agricultural factors, viticulture in the valley 
increasingly fell out of favour until it virtually 
ceased in the 1920s before its resurgence in 
the late 1960s.

The Yarra Valley is a cool climate wine region 
with a wide variation in soils and elevations 
between 50 and 400m. The region can be 
divided into two quite different sub-regions: 
the valley floor, with soils of sandy clay loam 
interspersed with broken sandstone, and the 
Upper Yarra Valley, which is generally cooler 
and has areas of bright red volcanic loam.

The Wine: This full-bodied, rich and complex 
wine benefits from a blend of grapes from 
four vineyards, all with mature vines aged 
between 15 and 25 years. It has ripe berry 

flavours, plenty of spice and earthiness, and 
finishes with beautifully balanced tannins. It 
will age superbly over several years.

Technical Info: Good winter rainfall leading 
to excellent soil moisture set the scene for 
a great vintage. There was early heat mid-
spring and a long dry summer, with welcome 
rain events in February and March. Harvest 
was generally earlier than the long-term 
average, with early ripening varieties picked 
from mid-February. The warm days and 
cool nights of autumn produced excellent 
conditions for later ripening varieties such 
as Cabernet Sauvignon, which was picked 
from late-March. This wine was aged 
for 15 months in French oak barriques,  
one third new.

“This wine has heaps of flavour and depth; quite a big style for the Yarra 
Valley. It will grow in the bottle for the next two to three years and then age 
wonderfully.” Gary Baldwin, 2014.
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